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EH4FLEETLT 


[Robert Tichborn, 


| Lord Major of the City of 
' London, and the Honourable 


Court of Aldermen, 


*Right Hononrable , | 

Whey Eing invited te preach before you, and 
the Chief Aſſembly of this great City, 
IT thought it would not be an nnſeaſona- 
ble Argument, to inconrage Citizens , 


| 


| 
| 


( whoſe labours and imployments, have 
a ſpecial aſpeft tro Gain, ) to look 
s of God, and the intereſts of their pre- 
cons Souls, upon the account of that (a) full , and (b) 
great, and'c) ſure reward, Which ever attendeth heavenly 
negetiations. We read in the Scripture of an (4d) upabi- 
ding City, and a (e) City which hath foundations ; of (f 
winged riches , which flie away ; axd (g) of durable 
niches Which ftay by us : Of the Scheme , the Pa- 
[$eant, the ( b) faſhion of this world, which paſſeth over, 
and of a (1) maſſie, a»d eternal glory, which never fadeth 
away : Of comforts which we ( k ) leave behinde ws , | 
and .pnt off when we lie down to ſlecp, and of a(1)Com- | 


| 


_—  — 


forter which abideth with #s, and (m) works which | 
follow us, and are tranſportable into another Conntry. 


a2 John v. 8. 
b Pal. 19. 14. 
c Prov.11.18, 
d Heb. 13.14. 


)] e Heb. 11.10. 


f Prov.23. 5. 
£ Pcoy.8.18. 


h x Cor.n-31- 


7 2 Cor: 4d I7. 
i Pete I, 4 

k Pſal.49.17- 
I Joh. 14-19. 


m Rev,14. 13} 


| 


| 


(Traſmuch therefore as the Apoſtle telleth ws, that we 
A 2 
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A £ The Epiſtle Dedicatory, - | 


| n Eph. 2, 19. , are (n) ovum?» im, fellow Citizens with the Saints, and 
| > Phil. 3,29+ | chat we have( 0) mriTdyue, « trafique 4ud negutiation 
in Heaven, andin 4s much as when we go from Pace the 
pEccleſ.1. 4 | earth, and all the contents thereof, wilt (p) Ray behinde 
45, and nothing will go along with the ſoul into another 
World, but thoſe graces which did here eprich it : I hav 
| in this plain Sermon, endeavoured to perſwade ny 
ſelf and mine hearers , to be wiſe Merchants for a 
abiding City, and above all the Intereſts in the World, tv| 
| Jook. aftey thoſe two moſt precious f ewels, without which 
| the peſſeſſion of the whole World wonld be but ſpecious 
| beggerp, oxy ſouls, ard our Saviour. And becas[: 


thu is a Dottrine, moſt generally confeſſed, and yet too tw 
| generally neglefed : ( even good men oftentimes ſuffering 

Martha's many things to divert their thoughts from 
Maties one neceſſary thing : ) have the more readily 
| obeyed the Order of your Honourable Comrt, in publiſhing 
I this Sermon : T haugh there be nothing but the whollon- 
| neſs of the Dorine it ſelf, ts commend it to the view of 
this cuyious Age: Wherein, If mens fancies be not gu% 
] tified with the dieſſe, and garnifh, as well as their 
z ſciences, noxriſhed with the (ubliance of ſound Deoftrim: 
If there be uot either Elegancy of Stile, or New and Pr 
| lite Notions, to commend old Truths to our more quan 
and delicate palates, we are apter many times to cenſure 
the manner, then to value the matter which « ſet befort 
um. Arit ts, 1 offer it to your favourable acceptanct, 
"| 4nd humbly commend you, and all your weighty affairs i 


the ſpecial bleſſing of the Lord, 


Your Honours moſt humble ſervant 
in the work of the Lord, 


1 Edward Reynolds. 


I —— - = 
— = — 
. 


—————— 


_— 


_ — 


hd YL _— 

_ —— —— m 
—— | 
bo rn rney m——_— - 


——————— 


HELTLTSHES 


MATTH, 16.26. | 


Fir. what: is 4 man profited, if he ſhall gain the | 
 wholeworld, and loſe bis oxn ſont ? Or what |- 
"ſhall a man give in exchange for his ſoul? = | 
>Llr Saviour acquainting. his Diſci- | 
> ples with what things he was to | 

ſuffer at Jeruſalem, and being | 
>» thereupon rebuted by Peter, doth | 
not only reprove Peter for the car- 
6s; nal apprehenfions which he had 
othisKingdome, aſſaring him that he was there- 
in. an agwverſary. and an-offenceunto him, as going 
about to hinder the great work of mans Redem. 
prion, by diſwading; bim from thoſe: ſafferings 
whereby ic was , to be: accompliſhed: ;, bur. doth 
lucther aſſ#re both him-and all his Diſciples, Thar | 
they are to be ſo far from expecting earthly ho- 
now's and preferments from- him, as that they 
mult, learn. #0 deny themſelues, and in ſtead: of 
Crews and Dignities, muſt/be ready: to take-up: a; 
Croſſe. as. he ſhould do, and: to: follow him: wit h- 
ot:the. camp, bearing his reproach. He aſſures, 

B them \ 


| 
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Trut Gain, Opened in a 


| purchaſe it, was neceſſury by way of preparatl- 


anac  — 


Pluribus per- 
 ſuaſio inerat,an. 
tiquts facerdo- 
tern literis Cone 
t1neri eo ipſo 
tempore ſore, ut 
baleſceret 011. 
ens profefitg; 
| Tudea rerum 
potrrertur. 
Qua ambages 
| Veſpaſtanum (5 
| Trinm Predixe. 
; rant, Annal, 

| 11b+ 5, 


| 


ings, and denying of himſelf, ſo the way where- | 


them that as all the goud which he was to 
work for them, was to be purchaſed by his ſuffer. 


by they were to be, bronght unto the fruition of 
it, was by denying themſelves, and being con- 
formable unto him in ſufferings. That which was 
neceſſary for Chriſt to do by way of merit to 


'ox of heart for them todo, to atrain unto it, As 
He,fo we | kewiſe are firſt to ſ#ffer, and then to be 
glorified, ſo Chriſt faich of himſelf, Luke 24. 26. 
and fo th: Apoltle ſaith of his people, Roms. 8, 


'doQrine, as contrary to thoſe opinions which they 


beleeved him to be ) who was 1n their apprehenſt- 


roſe a general belief, not only amongſt Jews, but 


I7. 
And becanſe they might be offended at this 


had entertain'd of their Meſs/ah ( whom they 


'ons to reſtore the Kingdome unto Iſrael, ARS 1.6, 
and to be King of all the werld( whence there 3+ | 


Countries ſhould arife' a Prince who ſhould rule 


others, as Tacitus obſcrveth, that out of thoſe 


over 21] the world, which the Romanes thought to 
have been verified in Yeſpaſian, who was ſome- 
times Prefettus Fudee, and afterwards Empe- 
ror of Rome) therefore our Saviour further ſhew- 
e:h them, that in theſe reaſonings they had indeed 


\Prince who would: deliver 'them from the great- 


too low apprebenſions, of him and his Kingdome, 
for they ought to look upon their Meſsi45, as 1 


e#t of all evils, and advance them to a condi- 
tion, beyond which a more bleſſed could wa 1 
ound. | 
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found, But now admit that he were to be King | | 
of all the world , and would adyance them pro- 
portionably to as great dignity as ſuch a Kingdom 
could diſpenſe; yer,if after.all this,they die,and their « 
ſouls periſh and go to hell, what good would ſuch a 
Kingdom, ſuch a Mefſhah do them ? Is there any 
thing worth the ſoul of a man which he would not 
expend, and part with to ſave that ? Therefore he 
would not have th:m think that a worldly demi. 
| nation was ſuch as he came to purchaſe for them ; 
but a glorious and eternal kingdome, which art laſt 
he would come with his Angels to take them iato, 
the firſt fru.es and glimmcrings whereof are more L.:. 
worth thea all che crowns and diadems of the 
world, whereof he promiſed quickly afcer to give 
them a taſt, which accordingly he did the eighth 
day following in his Transfigaration on the 
monnt, | 
The Context from werſ.-24. to the end of the 1 
Chapter containeth, 1. An Aſſertion. 2, A | 
Vindication thereof. The Afſertzon, That who- 
loever will come after Chriſt muſt take up his 
croſſe, «nd deny himſelf, v. 24, The YVindicati- oy 
on from three great ſcandals which this ſevere do- 
arine of the Croſſe was attended withall. 
I, Death, and this taken away, wv. 25. Whoſoe- 
ver will ſave hs life, ſhall loſe it, and whoſoever 
wil loſe his life for my ſake, ſhall finde it. "The 
Way to attain /zfe eternal, is to lay down a mortal 
life, when the glory of Chriſt and his ſerv.ce cal- 
leth us thereunto. 2. Another great ſcandal of| 
the Croſs is, that it ſtrips us of the world, and the | 
Ke B 2 __COllh- | 
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| Liv, Ta&t.vid. 
Caſaud. ad Sue- | 
\ ron. Aug. 0,67» 
{gg in Baron. 
Exercit. 16, 
Ic.77-& Lif. 
( de Cruce Appian, 
{ de Bell.Crv.l-3. 
Fueton In Gal- 
iba C, 9. 


| Ph11. 2. 7.( becauſe the death of the Croſs was 
fervile ſuppliciuns , 2s the Hiſtorian calleth ir,) |. 


comforts an{4elights thereof , this is removed, | 


v.26, Adtnit a man could not onely eſcape the 
Croſs by forſaking Chriſt, but exchange him awa 
for aff the world and make himſelf maſter of all the 
comforts which a confluence of all worldly do- 
minions could pour into his boſome, yet if after 
all this he muſt die, and loſe his ſoul, and that for 
ever without poſiibility of recovery, he would in 
the iſlue finde it but an unprofitable barpain, 
3. The laſt ſcandal of the Crofs is the Ignoming, 
and ſham? of it. In which reſpe& Chriſt is ſad 
to have taken unto him the form of a ſervant, 


and to have deſpiſed the ſhame, Heby, x2. 2. and 
this is removed, v. 27. The Son of man ſhall comt 
in the glory of his Father with his Angels, and 
then he fſhal reward every man according to' hi 
works. As he, though he were put to ſhame on 
the Croſſe, was yetafter exalted unto glory, and 
{at down on a throne, Heby. 12, 2. fo withthe 
fame 'glory he will reward thoſe that ſaffer ſhame 
for him, and their reward ſhall be according 10 
their works, the meaſure of their glory anſwer. 
able to the greatne's of their ſhame and ſufferings. 
Of which, having according to his promiſe v. 28. 
given a ſhort, but moſt raviſhing taſt unto ſome 
of them in his transfiguration, they afterwards 
eſteemed it a great honour, that they were ac- 
counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name, 
ACS 5. A1. 

The words of the Text contain the removal of 


the| 
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[che ſecond great ſcandal, which the Diſciples 
might be apt to take at this doQtrine of ſelf- deni- | | 
|. They hoped,as it may feem,to be great men | 
in the world, and to enjoy the liberties and ho- 
| nours thereof z and now they are told that they | 
muſt leave all ro follow Chriſt, And leaſt they 
ould be offended, he aſſures them that if they | | 

| 


agg—”..... 


On II II 


ſhould do otherwiſe, and tor love of the world 
ſhould forſake him, +1, They would loſe their 
foxls, which are better to them then all the reft 
of the world : 2. Having loſt them;they would | 
finde nothing in all the world, able to redeem and | -- 
recover them again. | 

The words are fet down by way of Fnterroga+ | 


tion, intimating a more vehemeat Negation, What 


one 7 anc ol Thar is, I ſhall not at all profit, Ir 
carricth akinde of wniverſal conceſsion, and un- 
queſtionable truth in it, which no man can deny. | 
Even they themfelves who caſt away their fouls L. 
to pain the world, cannot, themſelves being |” 
Judges, but confeſs, that ic is an abſurd thing to; 
expe profit from any thing when the foul is{-” 
loſt, orto prefer all the world above a mans own - | 
eternal happineſs. When a thing is exceeding | 
manifeſt, the Scripture uferh to make wen them. 
ſelves whomir would thereby rep:ove,the judges | | 
of it. Fudge in your ſelves,faith the Apoſtle, 7s it 
comely that 4 woman pray unto Ged uncovered, | 
1 Cor, 11.13, and the Lord in the Prophet, 7/4. 5. | 
3,4. O inhabitants of Judah, Judge 1 pray you, be- 
(wee) me and my vineyard. Andelſewhere, 1s it 
bay even thus, O ye children of Iſrael, PORTS. 
Lora, | 
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Lord, Amos 2. 11, Sothe force of th: Interre- 
gation is ſuch a deniall, as the heart of him to 
whom it is made muſt needs (ubſcribe uato, as ha- 
ving nothing to alledge againſt it. And inaplain 
Potion it is this, That may who ts gain the world, 
doth caſt awy his ſoul. ſhal fnde no profit in ſuch « 
gain , it will prove like the gain wh:ch the Apo- 
| {tle ſpeaks of, 4&s 27.21. a'gaining of nothing 
| bur Yofſe, and that an irrepairable lofle, which can 
never be recovered. Ir 15 dangerous venturing 
4 on ſuch an Error, i» que nn l:cet by peccare, in 
| which being once invo]jved, a man can never get 
out again. Such is the loſs of 4 ſoul,loſe it once, 

 [anditisloſt for ever, there can no ranſome, no 
Fay ary change be made for it Luyris &rratr & der, no-| * 
1.9.tit.x-leg. 3 | thing can be put in the other ſcale to weigh with 
joe it: The Civil Law faics, Ingenus hominis null 

. 106, 
| eſt eſtimatie., How much more truly may ne 
ſay of the ſoul, Immertalis anime nulla eft afli 
| matio, No valuable conſideration for a ſou! 
but the blood of Chriſt : If we forſake him to 
| gainthe world, we ſhall never finde any thing in 
the world precious enough by the exchange 
whereof to regain our ſouls: 

The words have many particulars couched in 
thein by way both of S»ppoſition, and of Poſition. 
I ſhall reduce all unto this 6ne Propoſition ; As 
Chriſt doth allow his ſcrvants to bz moved by} 
conliderations of gain in his ſervice, ſo he doth 
withall aſſure us, That this 243» doth not ſtand 
in winning of the world, brit in ſaving of the ſos; 
Thar the ſel being infinitely more precious in 
| al 
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ullthe world, theretore the gaining of the world 
is nothing but /oſſe, where the /oſ5 of the ſoul is 
the purchaſe of that gain, in as much as the world 


| being gained, cannot be kept, and the ſoul being 


loſt,can never be recovered. All men have a mey- 
chandiſe and trade to drive in this world, where: 
on doth dep:nd the iſſue of their profir, or 
damage; therein their principal wiſdome is to bal- 
lance and poiſe their g4#»s an:1 Loſſes ſo,as that they 
may thrive and proſper in this their trade , worldly 
ove 15 4 great obſtruction uito the tiue gain, 


for preſerving thar, do take offence ar the croſſe 


|of Chriſt, will ſuffer damage in thcir ſouls, the 


love of the world, and the love of the ſoul be.ng 
inconſiſtent : Since cherefore both wiil not Rand 
togerher, and of the two, the ſoul 1s much more 
precious and excellent then the world , therefore 


ſor the inriching of his ſo#/,rather then downward 

for the poſſeſh -n of the world. 
The branches then to be touched are three : 

t. The lawfulneſs of a Chriſtians looking atter 


love, and inconſiſtency thereof with true Chrt- 
ſtian gain. 3. The preciouſneſs of the ſoul of 
man, in ſavin2,advancing, and inriching whereof, 
this true ga#z doth conlift. 

I, Then Chriſtians may be moved in matters 
of Religion with arguments drawn ab «til, from 
confi./erations of profic , or diſprofit, of ſuch good 
things as are really beneficial and advantagious 

# 


i 


which a wiſe Chriſtian ſhould purſue. They who | 


1 wiſe Chriſtian ſhould haye his trade heavenward. 


trae gaix, 2. The inordinaten:ſs of worldly: 


| 
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Nec quiſquam 
tantum 4 nara 


_— DAS 


rali lege deſci- | £740 :, but: do promiſe themſelves ſome benef; 
| it & hominem | by their wickedneſs, If Bas ſell his birthright, 
02us2 matus fr. (1b Balacrm- curſe Gods proplez, if 1eroboam ſets 


Sencc. de Be- | Calwes : if- Ahab ſellh elf to work wickedneſi 
| net. 1. 4-C.17. | 


wh deſtroyed | 


unto. us. Iris. the voice of naturein every man, 
who-will ſhew. us any good? Pſal, 4' 6. Thereis ; 
na; arall z»digency in us, whereby we are conſtrai. 
ncd/to look abroad for forraign ſupplies of tha]. 
{good, which weate: wholly inſufficient to furniſh 

our. ſelves withall, This wicked men look for 
in ways oh ſin; there are few men that are yicked 


rr nas 


If Fuas betray his Maſter; it is all upon a con-) 
trad and Pargets, under the intuition. of the w4 
ges of unrighteonſneſs. Si Violandum jus regnan- 
di, cans 4' Vielandum. | His 
Therefore God is pleaſed, 1: To Dehort men| 
from the wayes of ſin» by undeceiving them, and 
diſcovering the «»profitablzneſs and perniciouſneſs 
of thoſe: wayes. My people have changed their 
glary for that which doth not profit , Jer. 2. 11. 
Why ds you ſpend your money for that which is not 
bread, and. your labour for that which (atisfitth 
wot ?'[fal. 55.2. What fruit had ye then in thi{t 
things whereof: you are- now-aſhamed? Rom.s. 21. | 
Fhe wvoluptuons (inner promiſeth himſelf abnn-! 
dance of delight-in- is fol wateys, let us Hike. 
onr fill of Lowes, let-us ſolace our ſelves with lovt:,. 
Prov. 7. 18, but at laſt when he hach deſtroyec 
his name, and gotten-a mewnd;and diſhonowr,' vb | 
he hathdeftroyed' his eftare, and: ſtrangers are {- 
led with his wealth, when he hath deſtroyed Þis 
body, and given his years-to-the cruel, when he hath 
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bers of death : then tell me whether. his perfumes 
of Mytrh, Aloes, and Cinnamon, benot all tur- 
ned into gall and wormwood © The worldling 
promiſeth himſelf much content in his d5ſboweft 
gain, in fraud, oppreſſion, circumvention , and 
violence; Populus me ſibilat , at mihi plaudo ipſe 
domi. 1 ſhall have a brave wizeyard, Lies Ahab, 
[ ſhall have ſheep 4nd oxen, faies GehaXi, I hall 


| never want friends, nor contents, mony anſivers | .. 


to All, O nummi wos eſtis fratres, But what. ſaies 
God: Thou fool, this night ſhall they take thy ſcul 
from thee. Thy wineyard, O Ahab, ſhall bring 


wedge of gold, O Achan,ſhall cleave thy ſoul from 
kpbody; Thy thirty pieces of filver, O Judas, 


ſhall be the price of thine own bowels, as well as 
of thy maſters 6/094, Treaſures of wickedneſs 
ſhall not profit in the day of wrath , Prov. 10. 2. 
They that will be ricb, drown themſelves in deſtru- 
Hm and perdition, and pierce themſelves through 
with many ſorrows, 1Tim.6 9, 10. The ambiti- 
08 man promiſeth himſelf much hononr and pow- 
&, when he hath arrived at that greatneſs where- 
unto he aſpireth, 7 will aſcenxd into heaven, Iwill 
exalt my throne above the lars of God, Iſai. 14.1 3. 
| When I have by plauſible compliances gotten 
[the gfories of the world, I will then pleaſe my 
(elf, as NebuchadneFer did, with the view and fru- 
tion of ſo gallant a purchaſe. But what ſaith rhe 
Lord? Though thou ſet thy neſt amongſt the ſtars , 
| C 


thence 


— — 
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frayed his ſoul, and is goxe down to the cham- | 


forth grapes of gall, Thy talents,O GehaXi, (hall 7 
purchaſe thee and thine heirs a /eprofie ; Thy | 


Omn'4 ſerviliter 
pro domrnatione 


Tacir, hiff. u. 
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- thence will 1 bring thee down, Obadv.g, Iſai, 26, 


and thus miſerably are they cheated in the bar- 
- |gaihz the Devil dealing with them , as ſome 


5. Thowart 4 man and no Goa, though thou ſet 
thine heart as the heare of God, Ezck. 28.2, © 
Nebwchadne7 ar, in ſtead of the majeſty of a 
Prince , thou ſhalt have the miſery of a beaſ, 
Thy feafting, O Selſha3Jar, ſhall be turned into 
mourning, thy pride into terrors, thou ſhalt be | 
druxk not with wine, but with aſtoniſhment , and | 
thy joynts ſhall Faggey againſt one another, Thus 
do men ſell themſelves to fin for hopes of pats, 


| 


Y. 
Wo | 


| 
| 


— themſelves for juſt nothing, Iſai. 52.3. 


be doth with Witches , giving them {eaves of 
trees in the ſhape of gold and ſilver, ſo thatin the| 
concluſion ir appears, that 'they did indeed ſeb|. 


2. By the ſame argument Go1 is pleaſed to- 
vindicate the ways of goxlineſs from the preju- 
dice which wicked men have againſt them, as if 
they were unprofitable, What is the Almighty | 
that we ſhould ſerve him ? what profit ſhould wt 
have, if we pray unto him, Job 21. 15. Ye have 
ſaid, It is vain to ſerve God, what profit is it ths 
we have kept his Ordinances, Mal.3.14,15. To 
take off this Objection, God aſſures his people, 
Thar his wayes do good ts thoſe that walk npright 
ly,Mic.2.7, That his people do not ſeek þjs face 
in vain, Iſai. 45. 19. That he is 20t a wilderveſs 
unto them, Jer.2.31. That godlineſs ts great gain, 
and profitable nnto all things,1 Tim. 4.8, and 6:6. 
That he who ſewerh righteouſneſs, ſhall have 
a ſure reward, Prov, 11; 18. That in keeping of Ws 
Com 
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Commanamentsthers is great reward,Pfal.ng. 11, 
And heis pleaſed to animate his ſervants againſt 
the bardthip of their Chriſtian warfare, againſt 
; er! dithculties, and internal faintings , by (et- 
[tigg before them exceeding great and precious 
promiſes. Having theſe promiſes, /er ws cleanſe 
ow ſelves, and perfect holineſs, 2 Cor. 7.1. Ye 
have need of patience, that when ye have done the 
will of Ggd, ye may recezve the promiſe, Heb.10.36 
Be. nat weary of wel-doing , in due time ye (ball 
| 764p, if ye faint not, Gal. 6. 9. When ye are re- 
filed, and perſecuted , rejoyce avd be exceeding 
glad, for great is your reward, Mat.5.11. By this 
conſideration, not onely Moſes and Pes!,Peb. 11, 
25,26, Phil, 3. 14- but the Lord Jeſus himſelf, 
for the joy which was [et before bim, endured the 


Croſs, #ud deſpiſed the ſhaw, Heb.12. 2. 

Nay herein is the mercy of God greatly com- 
mended unto us, that when he might uſe no other 
agument to.enforce obedience, then his ows ſove- 
rags authority over us, is pleaſed to incourage us 
by our wp benefit. The chict reaſon of abedi- 
ence, fairh T&r:ullan, 1s the authority of the Lord, 


whichſeve us, we labgwr our Oxen, and then we 
fefiroy them ; firſt we make them dredge, and 
jiben-we make them die. But God is pleaſed to 
£ncourage us.unto duties by qur ſelf-lave, com- 
mands us;to fear him for,0ur own good,Deur, 6.24. 
fees the bleſsipg of obedience, and the ſe of | 

C 2 iſ- 


not the 4ti{ziy of the ſervant, He made all things | ritas imperantis 
for himſelf, and might bave looked no further | 94 tilitas þ 


. - ervientts. Ter-| 
then his awn glory : we do ſo with.the creatures wy O36 | 
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The work of Chriſtianity is a difficult work, there 


| Mal.3. 16. a memorial of but a cup of cold water, 


diſobedience before our eyes . Demt. 11, 26, 28, 


are many exem'es, Many temptations, Satan and 
and the world refiſt us without, corruption wreſtles 
and rebels within. Bur here is the comfart, 
Gods (crvants work for a Maſter that remembers 
all, who looks to their profis, as well as to his own 
honowr, who keeps a book tor our prayers, a bottle 
for our rears, a 7egiſter for them that fear him, 


given toa Prophet as a Prophet. This is encou- 
ragement indeed; unto Gods ſervice : Chriſt is 
willing to put it to this iſſue, Though 1 have a| 
right and power over you, which Saran hath nor, 
I made you, I bought you, he never had title unto 
you, either by dominion or purchaſe, as I have ; 
Burt I ſhall wiſh you to look to your own #ntereſþ, 
ſee which ſcrvice 15 moſt: advantagious tor yout 
ſelves, mine or his : If he can make you more 
precious promiſes, if he Can prefer you unto great- 


er happines, if he have an immarceſcible crown, 
an eternall kingdome to beſtow upon you, 


if he have ſhed any blood, laid down any 
life, to purchaſe bleſſedneſs for you, I am willing 
where your g4iz is greateſt, there your trade- and 
ſervice be directed. Bur if my wages be muct 
better then his, and my /ove much greater then 
his, and my 7/ght in you, and authority over you 
much more then his, not onely for love and ay! 
to me, but for your ewn ſakes, limit and confine 


your zegotiations there where your own 44v4s. 


ztages: will be more abnndant, and your _ | 
com- 
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[comforts more durable and glorious. 


We ſce Chriſt allows us to eye our own pro- 
fic in his ſervice. In-what ſenſe we may, or may | 
not this do, may be briefly thus reſolved. 

'1- We may. not reſpe@ profit or advantage 85 
the #/timate end of our ob:dience, Gods glory 
being ſtmply the ſupream of Ends in it ſelf, ſhould | 
accordingly be ſo unto us. Oar greateſt aim in ix 95 mwre iy | 
bringing forth fruit ſhould be, thit God may be age wh 
hbomyured, Joh. 15.8. that whether we live, we may | Marc. Anto- þ p 
live to him, or whether we die, we may die to him, |": 4 ſe.23 
Rom. 14. 7, 8.9. All things are of him, and for "a 
him, |hcrefore all things muſt. be to him likew!ſe. 
Rom.11. 36, | 

2, We muſt not reſpe& profit and reward as |- 
the onely reaſon of our obedicnce, without which! 
we would not do God any ſervice at all ; for this 
would be a mcer mercenary and ſervile conſtdera-| 
ton, The chief reaſo7s of obedience are, our! 
ſubjefFion to Gods anthority over us, becauſe he | 
5the Lord z our faith, love, and thankfulneſs tor 
tis Covenant of grace , bccauſe he is owr God. | 
Theſe two are joyned in the Preface to the Dcca-! 
logue, I.am the Lord thy God. | 

3. We may not. reſp: profit and reward, as the, | 
ruitof any erjt in our ſervices : when we have | 
done all we can, we are but unprofitable ſervants 
unto God, and therefore he might juſtly make ! 


Es eee 
* 


a. Arts et 


| 


Our ſervices unprofitable to our ſe;ves. It is mat- | 
ter of comfort, it is not matter of boaſting ; we | 
[May rejoyce that there is profit in ſerving of God, | | 
but we may not glory of it as any riaturall or ne- | | 
= ceſfary| | 
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CC. 4 


IVita bona noſtr 


ternd qu# bone 
| vite redditar , 
4 Det gratia elf, 


J cui datur ggc- 


nibil atiud eft , 
{quam De: gre- 
(tia, 7 vita &- 


y 


ceſlary conſequent of our ſei vices, for Grace doth 
exclude boaſting, Eph.2.8. and the reward « of 
grace, and mercy, not of debt, Rem.4. 4,5. and 
11. 6, Pſal. 62.12, Ex04, 20.6, 


(9 ipſa gratis® 
| datuy, gitia gre” 
1 tis data eft il 


1 Avg. de Grat- 
1 & lib, Atb.c.s 


1 rhat no'man can truly aim at the glory of God, 


L 


| when he mightrequire homage of us as our Lord 


if to our ſclves, as of praiſe and glory unto him; 
k 


*Buc then we may look on the rew4rd and prof; 
of obedience. 1: As a ſecondary end, under the 
-elory of God; fothe Apoſtle calleth ſalyation the 
-end of our faith, x Pet.1.9. Our love to God 
though it be abeve our love to our ſelves, yet 
duth not cxcludeit : ſo our ſeeking of Gods ghory, 
chough it be above all other ends, yet it doth not 
exclude the fecking of our own happineſs; yeaGod 
hach been pleaſed ſo graciouſly to twiſt and as i 
were,interweave and concorpcrate theſe together, 


| burt-he doth eo ipſo promote his own ſalvation; 
neither doth any man ſincerely feek his ows ſalv4 
tion, but the Lord eſteemeth himſelf therein glori- 
Fed by him. 

2. AS a manifeſtation of 'Gods bounty , who 


by rhe tie ofour natural ſuwbjefion unto him, is 
pleated out of free grace to propoſe further rt 
wards, making our ſervices as well marrer of pro- 


[faith Jooketh upon'God 2s 4 rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek him,Heb. 11:6. as a God that not 
onely is gyod, but doth good, Pſal. 119. 68. 45 | 
God whoſe power and mercy is herein declared, 1n 
tharhe rendreth unto every man according to # 
works, Plal. 62.11,12. 

| 3+ As matter of encouragement "to Tun wi 
| pati- 
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patience'the race thatis ſer before us; ro animate 
us againſt all the difficu]tics, dangers,temprations.! 
and variety of diſheartnings, which through thej 
ſubtlety and malice of Satan we are ſure ro meet 
within Gods ſervice. The Hope of enſuing glory 
doth work reſolutions in Gods ſervants to puri- 
fie themſelves, that ſo being like unto Chriſt in 


_— 2 


v.40 


holineſs, they may thereby be prepared to be like! 
unto him'in glory, 1 F84.3. 3. The crown of righ- 
zem/neſs kept up the reſolation of the Apoſtle 
himſelf, 19 fig ht the good fight of faith, to run hu 
race, to fintib his comrſe, to keep the faith, 2 Tims. | 
4.7, 8. Thus a Chriſtian is allowed by his Lord | 
todo his maſters work with ſome eye and intuiti- | 
on of his own g4in, | 

But then as the Apoſtle ſaith, If a man ſtrive 
|formaſteries, he is not crowned, except he ſtrive 
lawfully, So , If a man conten4 for gai». he 
(hall acver overtake it, except he contend /awful- 
ly. Ouc Siv.our here hath excluded one way , 
and that a broad one, wherein mnu'ticudes weary 
themſelves for this Piize, What ſhall it profit 4 
man if he win the whole world? And {:condly, 
ntimatech the te, though a more. #4rrow and 
private way , v7, to proſecute the intereſt of 
our precious ſouls. Letus conſider them both. | 

Fiſt, Worldly love is incanfitent with true 
Chriſtian g44» upon many accompts. x. It is 
vaſt and inſatiable , like the horſeleech which 
cries, Cive, give, like fire, and che grave , wiich! 
never ſaies itis eneurh, Proy.30.15, 16, Luſt is. 
mſinite, there isno exd of its labour, Eccle{.4. 8. 


OR 
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It reacheth at a/, therefore the Apoſtle calleth ir 
not orely love of the things of tte world, by; 
love of the world ; Love not the world, neither 
the things that aye in the world, 1 John, 15, 
"Rt A covetous heart graſps at the whole world, 
math 22.7] Would fain be maſter of «/, and dwell alone, like 
colit, ſub ſingu4* a Wen in the body, which draws all to it (elf, let 
ary 9 y it have never ſo much.it will ſtill reach afteP more, 
A quam quos in" adds houſe to houſe, and field to field, Iſai, 5, 8, 
ſules ſortieban-| keeps not at home, cannot be ſatisfied, inlargeth, 

{= ware ® gathereth, heapeth, increaſeth, loadeth it ſelf-with 
-+ thick clay, Habac. 2. 5:6. - The very Heathen hay: 
complained of this endle(s, and unbounded reach 
| Aviſtor- Seneca | of COITUPt deſires, ATA nos 1 opects, & Tetpos 1 em 
T Pun , ex libidine orta fine terminus ſunt. Luſt 
hath no bound, no meaſure; like a bladder it ſwells 
4.wider and widcr, the more of this empty world is 
putinto it, Like a breach of the ſes, which hath 
no internal bounds to contain it ſelf in, ferwit « 
| gros, ſternit ſata leta boumq; labores. The Cout- 
Res Jum Je | EY PAn in the Fable would nceds ſtay till theRi 
fluat awnis, at | Ver was run allaway, and then go over dry, butthe 
= ac ur, © River did run on ſtill. ' Such are iyo0r4inatetworld- 
—_ ly deſires, the deceitful heart promiſeth to ſe 
them run over and gone, when they are attained 
unto ſacha meaſure; and then they are ſtronge! 
and wider, more impotent and unraly then before, 
mods & modus non habet modum ; tor as natural, 
ſo ſinful motions, the further they proceed, are v- 
ſually the ſtronger. Now God having ſo ordet- 
ed the world,as that no man can have it all co him- 
[{clt, it is divided and bounded to ſeveral men and 


nations, | 
CRIES. 
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nations, Devt. 32, 8. and man may not remove 
| thelandmarks which God hath fer, nor affeR a| 
Menopoly where the Lord hath made a community, 
this ##ſar{able defire of worldly gain can never be 
tepleniſhed, and ſo being #nattainable, the labour | 
which is ſpent about it muſt n-:eds be wy Loo 7 | 
and difappoint the expeRations which were builr 
thereupon. | 
' 24 Itisexceeding 9iſproportionable to the [p3- 
ritual and immortal condition of the heart of 
| manz whatever is in the world is material, carnal, 
| mortal. It can benefit the outward and the 'natu- 
ral man : But to look for peace of Conſcience, joy 
inthe Holy Ghoſt, inward and durable comforr, |” 
many thing whichthe world affords, is to ſeek a 
treaſ#re ina colepit, If you go ro-the' creature 


tomake you happy,the earth will tell you thatBleſ- 
ſedneſs grows not in the furrows of the field, the 
ea, that it is. nor in the- treaſures of the deep ; 
cartel will ay, it is not on our backs'; Crowns will 
fay; it is roo precious a gem 16 be founit! with us, 
[wecan adorn the head, bur we cannot ſatisfie the 
'htart.* Solomon, who made a critical inquiry after 
thus point, gives this in as the #{timate extratFte 
_ '# from-the creatures; vanity of vanities all is 
nity, We havealtgreat experience how looſe 
the wor/d hangs about us. Life ir ſelf is a bubbl-, | - | 
and is ſaddenly gone, but beſides thar finall fepara- 
|tion,'God harh-a thouſand ways to part: us from | 
| dacling/; -fire burncs it, water drowns \it, a} 
frotdcurs ir off, ſfickneſs' takes away the favour 
© ic. A prodigall ſon, an unfaichfull ſeryanr, 6 | 
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_-filldebtor, a ſuic of law, a world of the like acci- 
[tems may deprive us of it, Now no mag will 
dote ona falſe friend, or care for a falſe tile, |. 
or ſer, his affeRtion on any thing that is falſe. 
|Why then ſhould we love a falls world 2 Or ſet 
our eyes on that which « not , as the Wiſeman 
ſpeaks, Prev. 23-5. Why ſhould we with Martha 
ſo much trouble our ſelves about the world, and 
leave Mar ics unnm neceſ[arium wholly neglected! 
| Plverch, |Like the man in Plutarch who weat to the Phyſi- 
| 74p0 7% dHdegy. Cians ro\cure aſore finger, when in the meag 
| time his /#ngs were putrified, and he took no care 
of them. 


| 
3. It's exceeding ##juriovs both to God and our 


ED 


ſelves. x. To God, lr ſets up the world in his| 
room, is enmity ag4inſt him, Jam. 4. tis incon- 
fiſtenc with the /ove of him, 1 Joh. 2. 15,16 
Eſtrangeth the ſoul wholly from him, ſteals away 
the love of the heart, and ingroflerh it unto it ſelf, 
| As the ſhadow of the earth makes night in theair, 
1 - \ſo coth the love of ir, in the heart, when as Solomon 
| ſpeaks, the world is in it, Eccleſ.3.11: It goes & 
WE long with a man, ſleeps with him, wakes with hum, 
© |goes to meat, goes to Church with him: When 
{ir flows not in, O how he carks and cares, mur- 
+ [murs and repines, whines and diſtruſts God ? lt 
| it abound, how doth he hug and graſpe it, and fill 
his ſoul with no oth r comfort? Talk of ſpiritss 
; things faith, hope, love, repentance, new obed:- 
-. ence, judgement to come, he is ſick of ſuch dif-| 
courſe, puts you off as Felix did Pawlto another 
time z bur ſpeak of a rich bargains, of a gud!) 
{df * 
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purchaſe,'of a ſtately manner, of a gallant priqe. | 
_ lead him into.a pared:ſe; (ſuch on fc 5 
he ſaies with Peter, It « good being here, let ns 
build tabernacles: It choaks the ſeed of. the word | 
inthe ſoul, turns the honſe of God into a place of 
merchandiſe, yea it will cauſe men to erre from | 
the faith, to know no godlineſs but gaiz, to take 
up religion as it is more or Iſle in faſhion, and - 
advantagious z as the Samaritans would be Jewes 
when the Jews proſpered, and when they were | 7eſepb. 4ntiq. 
down, would help to perſecute them. It will |* © 3 #7: 
warp the Conſcience, and corrupt the judgement | 
and make Religion it ſelf co ſerve turns, and to be 
ſubordinate to ſecular intereſts. 
2» To a mans (elf, 1. It is #nnaterad, for na- | 
hath) ſer a yg pact between objedFs 
and - faculties, It is a miſcrable degrading. of « | 
reaſonable ſoul to grope for happineſs on the backs 
of ſheep, on the furrows of the field, ro fiſh for | . 
tin ponds,or to hunt tor it 1n parks, or to trade for 
tin ſhips, or to think to bring ir home on the | 
bunches of Camels. Ir coſt more to redeem 4 ſoul, 
andirmuſt coſt more to attain that redemption. 
Chriſt the heir of all things , who could have 
commanded the. attendance ot all the. creatures in 
the world, was pleaſed to livoin. a law condition , 
that he might make it appear that erernal lifc hath 
not the leaſt co2nation or dependance on worldly 
wealth, either in his proc#r#ng it for us, or in our 
deriving. \t from him. What an unnatural and 
intongrueus thing would ic befor Angels:-to turn | 
worldlings , and reaſonable ſou!s bave the ſelt-| 
D 2 ſame | 


LO SO 
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COONS 


 tothole purpoſ.sall the 'workd could imikethiny | 


,{ed up for many years, but within a few houres 


fame blefſedne(s tolook after as Angels have,” ' 
2: It is wwxeceſſary, for tiad one man all the 
world, hieconld haveno more aut of it himſelf 


then one back; and bne belly, and” rhe exigencez 
of -one: prrſon did requite z whatever is -more, he 
doth bat behotd with his eyes; Beele(.5.11:God ig 
ſaidto give us 'all things richly'ts' enjoy,” r Tim's. 
8,.17, He that hath ſufficient to anſwer the zeceſs;- 
ty and decency of his efate , is therefore ſaid t6 


have «{, becauſe he hath as full a'fupply;as nn- 


Azlittle which the riebteous” hath, is bettes this| 
the riches of many wicked, Pſal. 37.16: - Facob wis| 
not ſo wealthy a man as Eſau, yet Fazob faid,' 
have all, Eſan faid, I have much.':Jacobs hitle 
; was aft 3» Efaus proye, was but mh; Gen, '44/| 
| 9,\L13 ITT tres? ” ; | LET 


3. It isa diſqujeting thing. Diſquiets in the 
poſſeſsing.- Riches are compared to thorns, Mat. 
13. 22, 4man canfgt: hug them, 'without being 
pierced by them; t Tim.'6. 16. | Diſquiets inthe 
paritags there is ſorrow awd wrath/in hjs ſick 
weſs, Eccleſ.5. 19; Whata thrmentis it to fly off | 
the skin of a man alive? Now the ſoul: by in0r- 
dinate love doth cleave clofer to-rhie niorid; then 
the stin to'the fleſh ; and therefore is. not "torn 
from it without great pain, Tr is the ſaddeſt ſum- 
mons 1n the world-to a rich fool, Thou haſt heap- 


the cold armes of death ſhall graſpe thee, and 
carry thee ro'Gods'tribuinal. - O what can7icht 


or multitadesof riches' dv 4 man in that day 
PO nf 0 wrath! | 


| 
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could not purchaſe him a recovery.. What then 


Cenſcience f _ 

-1ſball conclude this Point with theſe lick: tati-. 
tions : 

1, We may oſe the world , and with diligent 
—_ procure the things which we need, 1 _ 

[; 

r 2o-We may imploy our heads, as well as'our 
hats, for labavwr withour wiſdome to guide 'it , 
's but'2 weary ialeneſs, 

3 We may receive the tt.ings of this world 
fom:God in Chrift as fruits of-his graciavs Cove- 
new,1 Tim. 4.8. 

4 We may lay up and provide for our ſelves, 
and thoſe that belong unto us, ſo far as 'the ze- 


wrath -2+1f a Prince bad a-ſftone in His bladder 
too.big to be removed, all the Jewels of his crown |-- 


cat treafures avail agaiaſt a worm gnawing"in the | 


ceſrities of lice, and decency of our particular ſtate 
add-condition .do_ admit. : Chriſt himſek had. a! 


world. : 3Fhben riches increaſe, ſet not your beart 


tel, bar God onely is for, the hearr. Though ge 


a”, 


|Mayreye our awn gain; yes the gaiz of the world, 
_ [Fnotehat! gaiz which we are chiefly toeye. The 


[onl being the moſt precious thing which a'nian 
hath, the Giving, and inriching thereof, is the evly 
me Chriſtian 'gain, 

Firſt, Take the word 4uyn bers for life, and even | 
ſo-thetruth of the Text will hold z what gain is 


in 10 his family, Fo#: 1 3] 29: £ Tims, &. Bur| * | 
we may not love ; nor ſet 104r hearts upon the, 
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upon thew. The world.-is for the back and rhe\_.. 
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[ir ro get the world, and 1oloſe the life... 75 not the 


life more then meat, and the body then raiment! 
Luke 12. 23. | 

1. All the world cannot hold or lengthen life 
beyond the period ſer it by God. Onur times ar! 
in chi hand, Pſal.31. 15. the efficacy, of all ſecond 
cauſes is ſuſpended upon his bleſsing, man liveth 
not' by bread alone, but byevery word which pro 
ceedeth out of the mouth of Goa, Matth. 4.4; 

2. Life is neceſlary to the enjoyment of the 
world, what good<doth light,withont an eye to-ſec 
it 2 Or »»fick, without an ey to hear it * what 
good do dainties, without a womth to taſte them ! 
| Or Crowns, without an Head to wear them ? Nay 
a man may have his life fo clog'd with ficknefs, 
ſorrow,diſcontent of minde diſtreſs of conſcience, 
that all the world ſhall not ſuffice to revive and 
comfort him. 


3. When life is loſt, the world is all loſt with it, 


a living porter, is richer then a dead Prince ; death 
tranſlates propetties. © If a man purchaſe Jand'to 
bimſelf. for ever, that everis no longer then his 
own life, if he will have the purchaſe extend fu:- 
ther, he muſt put in his heirs wich himſelf. 
| Secondly, Take the word 4X for the ſox!, 3 
| Luke-12,19,20, and then the truth holds much| | 
| more. For 1. If a man could keep his ſos! and 
and the world together, there is ſo vaſt a 4iſ-pro- 
portion between them, that the one could never 
repleniſh the other, 2. Tf it could ſa'isfie it for? 
time, yer it would cloy and ſatiate it at thelaſt; 
[Neve is exceſſe in worldly enjoyments, and " 
exciſ; 
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exceſs is nauſeous and painta], 3. If they could 
. 

repleniſh and not cloy, that there were a com-! 
menſurateneſs between them, yet there is not an 


equality of duration. Oxe generation, ſaith Solo- 


mon, paſſeth away, and another cometh, but the, 
earth abideth, Eccleſ. 1.4. If whena man oes 
away, the earth. did go with him, haply the ſame] 
content which he found in it here, he would find: 
in it elſewhere, but when he goes and that ſtayes 
behiade him, all the content which he had in the| _ 
freition, doth vaniſh in the ſeparation. 4. Be-| 
ing parted the ſou! mult be for ever, as long as | 
Godis merciful to ſave, or juſt to punith, and what 
comfortis ir, think. we, in he#, for a man to re-| | 
member the pleaſures of a ſhorr life, of which no | | 
thing there remains but the worm and the ſting 2 | 
The Poct could ſay, 1f the headach did come | 77 apud | 


| Atheneaun 1.1o., 
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firſt, no man would be drunk. It men could feel 
bur alitt'e of heff; before they fin, they would 
eafily by that underſtand how empty and vaniſh 
ing the pleaſes of luſt are, and how eaſily extin- | 
pullhed in a tormented Conſcicnce, as a. drop of 
wize loſeth all its ſweetneſs in a barrel of water, | | 
Again, what addition is it to the joyes of heaven, | | 
fora man to recount the comforts of a periſhing |= q 
world, ? What contert takes a grave wealthy | 


learnzd man,in remembring the joy which: in ar 

childhood he was wont to take in his top, and | | | 

counters * 5, The nature of che ſoul 1s /ps- 

rival, and muſt have /, piritual objetts toconverſe | 

adour., Senſitive faculties may be delighted | % 

with material objects: Meer natural reaſon may | 
gaze 
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| gaze with ſome content upon the beauty, order.| 

| contexture, concatenation of zatural canſes and 
effects. . But the ſupream ſpiritual part of the 
ſoul 'is of a more high and noble extra@toh, the 
ultimately to delight it lf in any thing bur'in 
God from whom ic was breathed. It is capabk 
of 'the knowledge of God, whom to knoy is 
| perfe&t wiſdome and eternal life, Ir 1s capable 
| of the” image and grace of God, of righieouſnek 
| and true holineſs to beautifie , and renew it : 
| Capable of the peace of God, of the joy of his| 
ſalvation, of the earxeſt, the ſeed, the. ſeal, the 
| witnef of his Spirit, of the .nſe of his love in 
| Chriſt, which is #nſpeakable and glorious, ' Capy| 

| ble of that f#lneſs of joy which is in his preſtace, 
and of thoſe everlaſting pleaſures, and rivers of 
| comfort, which ate at his right hand. Capable 
| .;| of the heavy wrath of God , which is be 
| | yond the fear or the fancy'of man to compre 
| hend. As the goodneſs of God exceeds ot 
faith, ſo the arger of God exceeds our few, 
6. The- dignity of the ſoul appears by the-ſpi 
ritual enemies which war againſt it - Of whom 
we may ſay as the Propherof the Medes, Iſai.13. 
17: that they regard ot ſilver or gold, they fight 
neither againſt houſe ; nor land, but againſt the 
ſoul onely- Satan, ſaies as the King of Sodom 
__ [unto Abraham, Gen. 14.21. Give me the ſouls, 
and takethe pools rothy ſelf. © 7. By the guard 
\of: Angels which" God hath appointed 'to pro 
... (tc&it , and convey it to heaven, Luke 16. 22: | 
| 8, By the heavenly-Manna, the breaſts of Cor- 
Th ſolation 
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b. 

| [olatiow. the wells of ſalvation, the bread of lite, ” | 
che feaſt of marrow, and fatted things, which 
the Lord in his Word and Ordinances hath pro 
vided feed it ; one ſentence and p:riod where- 
of is '\more worth in an hour-of Temptation , 
then rocks of Diamonds, or mountains of Gold. 
9. And aboveall the dignity of the ſoul appears 
by the price which was laid down to redeem it. 
' Wewere not redeemed by ſilver and gold, but by the | 
blood of God, 1 Pet. 1. 19: It filver and gold | 
could have boxght the ſoul, ſilver and gold hap- 
ly might have blefſed ic, but ſince no price can 
purchaſe it , but the 6/994 of God , no treaſure 
can earich it, but the fruition of God. The Lord 
k the portion of mine inheritaxce, Pſal.16.5. 

Very many Uſes might be made of this moſt 
important doAtrine : As, 1. To adore the infinite 
leve of God towards the ſouls of poor finfull 
men, ig finding out of his own unſearchable wiſ- 
dome, an expedient which neither men nor an- | 
gels could ever have diſcovered, for the puniſhing 
of the fin, and ſaving of the ſoul that ſinned. | 

2. The infinite love of Chriſt, who fo loved us, 
asto give himſelf for us, to make his ſoul an of- 
fering for ſin, that our ſouls might not be undone | 
by it. A Son to die for ſervants, an holy, an | 
onely an beloved fon for rebelizous (ſervants ; 
a Judge for malefatars, to come not onely to ' 
ſave, but to ſeek, thoſe that ſought nor, that in- 
quired not after him : as there was never ſorrow 
like bis ſorrow , ſo there was never love like his 
love, 
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lofopher gave thanks that he was bora a Greci. 


ſupreme intereſt, namely \, the happineſs of the 


3. The infinite mercy of Godin reveeling 
Chriſt unto us, bringing life and immortality 14 
light by #he Goſpel, and waiting upon us, that he 
may be gracious unto us. It Thales the Phis 


an,and nota Birbarizn, how much. more ſhayld 
we bleſs God, that we are Chriſtians, and not 
onely Philoſophers; that th: Lord hath taken 
care not onely to adorn our ſouls, but to ſaye' 
them. Lk tet Tel 

4+ The infinite (weetnels of his powerfull and 
moſt ef ficactows grace, in perſwading us to give 
enteriainment unto the mercy thus tendred unto 
us, who of our felves were ready to beleeve. hing 
vanities, to forſake our own wercie, and to throſt 
away ſalvation from our ſelves. 

5. The preat bo away and wildome of 
true Religion, as betng that which promoteth our 


ſoul. Wiſdome is. eTi9un Tor TwworT& TH, the 
knowledge of the moſt honourable things, and of 
greateſt concerament. He that Aavinneth ſouls # 
wife, ſaith Solomon , Prov. 7.11, 30, how much 
more he that ſaverh his own. Prov. 9.12. 1 Tin. 
4-16- -A man may be wiſe for others, and a fool 
tor bineſelf. Achitophel was a wiſe man when: 
he counſelled A4bſolom , but a fool when he har 
ged himſelf. Fuda7 2 wiſe man for others when 
he preached Chriſt, a foo! for himſelf, when he 
betrayed him; no greater folly in the world then 
fora man to barter away his ſeu] though it were 
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for the worldic ſelf. 
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6. We ſhould theretore all be exhorred, t .Se- 
rioufly to ſtudy the worth of a ſoul, the ſpiritu- 
| alneſs, the immortality of it, the image of God 
| after which it was both created and renewed, the 
| elory reſerved for it it it ſtand, the wrath prepared 
forit if it fall. 2.To walkas men that have ſoxls, 
| many walk as if they had nothing but belies to 
to fill, and backs to cloath, faxcies to be tickled 
with vanity, eyes and eres to look after pleaſure, | 
| brains to*entertain empty notiors, and foxgues 
to utter them, but their ſouls ſerve them to lit- 
' tle other purpoſe, then as ſalt to keep their bo. 
dies from ſtinking: Socrates wondred when he | 
obſerved Statuaries , how carefull they were 
'to make ſRones like men, and men in the|-- 
mean time by their careleſneſs, turning themſelves 
into very blocks and ſtones. g. To ſecure the 
{Galvation of the ſoul, to take heed of expoſing | Pingen- Leere. 
| p06 . . . . In Socrat, 
our principal jewel unto rapine and miſcarriage. 
Keep thy heart, ſaith Solomon, with all diligence, 
Proy.4-23. Give 4ll diligence,(aith Peter, to make 
your calling and elefion ſure, 2 Pet. 1.10, thatſo 1 
'we may never be without the comforts of God | 
to delight our ſonls , Plal. 94. 19. that we may | 
be able to ſay as David did, Retwrn to thy reſt 1 
0 wy ſoul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully 
with thee, Pſal. 116.7. 4. Toprizethe weans 
of that ſalvation, and to incourage the ambaſſs- 
dours* of Chriſt, as thoſe that watch for your 
fouls, and unto whom is committed the miniſtry 
of weconciliation. They ftudy , pray , watch, | 


labour, and. (weat for you, Eſteem them highly 
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| ake comfortably to all the Levnes, who taneht 
+ Us good knowledge of the Lord, 2 Chron, Fan, on 


| That they received Paul as an Angel of God; 


corded for the honour of HeJekiah that he 


And of Nehemiah, 'I hat he took care of the 
Offices of Gods Houſe, Nehem, 13.10. 14. Of 
the good Shunamite, that ſhe provided tor the 
Prophet, 2 Reg.4q 8, 1c. And of the Galatians, 


and would if- poſſible have plucked out their | 
eyes to. have done him good, Gal. 4. 14, 15. 
And though you do theſe things (and your ho- 
nour it is that you-do it in an age wherein God 
hath ſuffered ſeduced ſouls to pour contempt 
upon the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and as mad- 
men to fight with the Phyſicians that heal them) 
yet give me leaveto ſtir you up by putting you 
in remembrance. 5. To reſiſt the cnemies 
that withſtand this ſalvation, fleſhly luſts, world- 
ly ſnares, Satanical temptations , which war 4- 
ga'nſt the ſoul. - 6. To pitty the ſouls of other 
men, to promote in our ſeveral ſtations and tn- 
ployments, the sxzereſt of mens ſouls , to. ſave 


them with vielence, to ſnatch them out of the 
fire, to diſquiet wicked men in their fins, to 
encourage good men in their wayes, to our Uut- 
termoſt power every where to promote the grace 
of God which bringeth ſalvation to the ſo»!s 
of men. Laſtly, To be wiſe merchants fot 
our own ſouls, Qur Saviour relleth us, That 


eeking goodly. pearls , Matth, 13, 45. And $ 


the Kingdom of heaven « like 4 merchant min 
f elle- 
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elſewhere ths Y irgins are diſtinguiſhed into wiſe , 
and fooliſh : So may we diſtinguiſh thoſe Mer- 
chants who trade heavenward, For as he aid, 


folly to make an ill bargun. 

Now there are ſeveral] things wherein the 
wiſdome of a Merchant doth ſhew it ſeit : | 

1; Hz: conſiders where the beſt and moft ſure 
commodities are, where he is certain to make a 
200d retu'n, as it is noted of Solomon, 1 Reg.10. 
11.22, 28, and of Tyr#s, EJek.27. So our Chri- 
lien merchant knowing that the beſt commodi- | 
ties come from heaven, hath his thoughts and 
ateRt.ons moſt there. And as thoſe that trade | 
to Ching, though they cannot travell far up into | 
the Couotry are admitted ro ſome skirts and ma- 
ritine Harbours to receive the commodities of 
the Country ; ſo our Merchant though he cannot 
20 to heaven it (elf, yer he hath accels,zs it were, 
to the ou#-borders of heaven, the Word and Ordrs 
nances called frequently in the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews Ta eT#&pxna, Heavenly things. Here then 
they watch at the gates of wiſdomes houle, h.re 
they ſearch, dig, hide, and lay up, thac the: 
Word may dwell in them richly , and that they 
may be rich in kaowledge,Prov.8. 34. Col.3- 16. 
1 Cor.1.5. | 

2. A wiſe werchant conſiders where is the, 
eaſieſt purchaſe of thoſe commodities. Itis true, 
heavenly things are in their own nature the moſs, 
preciows, and do indeed coft the moſt excellent 
price, The Redemption of 4 ſoni is Page! 
| als] 
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Pſal.q9.8. 1 Pet.n.19. yet becaulc this precious 
price was none of ours, we are ſaid to be ſaved free. 
ly, Eph. 2-8. to buy milk and wine without money. 
| and without price, Iſai.5 5. 1. for though we muſt 
ſell all forthis Jewel, if -not actually , yer i» pre: 
paratione anime, yetitis all of no reall or wals. 
able eſtimation in ſuch a bargain, but like the glafi 
beads, and ſuch like trifles which we give unto 
Indjans for their filver and gold like the ſweep. 
ing out of duſt and rags out of an houſe when 


. 
a, — 


itis to beinhabited; Chriſt will not rake poſle(- 
#ton of the ſoul, till vile luſts, and worthleſs af- 
teRions are purged out, not by way of purchaſe; 
of him, but by way of preparation for him, And 
this is one of the eaſieſt purchaſes in the world, 
to lt go dirt, axufuna mprakapugme, and to 
receive gold. 
3. A wiſe merchant, though he will make his 
purchaſe as ealie as he can, will yet in a rare com- 
modity bid howe, and nor ſtick at a ſmall diffe 
rence; and fo doth a wiſe Chriſtian, knowing the 
wnſearchable riches of Chriſt, never ſticks at any 
abatement. Many men bid much, proceed far, 
Herod doth many things , Agrippa is almoſf 6 
| Chriſtian, hypocrites will part with thouſands if 
raws, rivers of oil, their firſt-bory , Mic. 6.7. 
but when the childe comes to the very birth, thy 
| ſtay in the place of the breaking forth of chilaren 
Hoſ.13.13. when it comes tothis ifſue, they mult 
{ſhake hands for ever with their darling and #e{- 
vcd loft, Herod with Herodias, the youg man with 


his worldly love, the Few with his legal righte- 
oulnels,! 


 |Chriſt though Thave nothing but him. 
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Toulneſs, the Greek with' his carnal widome 
_ the hypacrite be the jewel never ſo rich, 


| reſo've to keep this green glaſſe, or this wooden 
platter, fomething of mine own ;. here Chr,ſt 
and the ſoul pare, and th:y who came running | 
vacto him, go awey ſorrowing from him where- 
% wiſe Chriſtians conſult not with fleſh and blood, 
but go through with the bargain : Let me have | 


4 A wiſe Merchant doth. husband time and 
apparemy for his beſt advantage, takes the 


right ſeaſox for. his voyage and commodity , 
that he may return with the more ſpecd and pro- 
fit, As it is obſerved of the Philoſopher, that | 
foreſee.ng a plentifol year of Olives, he rented 
many Olive-yards, and by that demonſtrated that 
a learn:d min, if he would aim at world- 
ly gain, could caſtly bz a rich man too. Ir is 
noted a5 an excellent pare of wiſdome to know! 
and to'manige time, Cajus vnins duaritia hoxe- | 
ſaefſt, 33 Seneca ſpeaks, Eſther 1.13 1 Chron.12.' 
32, fph.5.15,17. The Rabbi (aid, Nemo eff 
ul new fit bars [us, every man hath his hour; he| 
"ho overſlips thit ſeaſox, may never meet with! 
the l.ke -again, If thes hadſt known in. this| 
thy day, the things which belong wat) thy peace, 
Luke 19, 43. The Scripture infifts much upon 
t day of grace, and calls upon us #0 work, before | 
the night come, 2 Cor 6. 2, Hebr. 3.15. Iohb.12.35.( 


The Lord reckons the t4mes which paſs over us, | 
and-puts them upon-our account.. Theſe three 
Jeers T come, ſeeking fruit,and finds none, Luk.iz 7. | 
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1 gave her ſpace to repent, and ſhe repented not,| | 
Rev.2+ 21,22, fromthe 13. year, ts the 25. year, 


| 25+ Z- therefore we ſhould learn to improvethem, 


I h.ve ſpoken unto you, ſaith the Prophet, Ter, 


and with the jmpotenr perſons at the pool of 2e- 
theſda, to ſtep in when the Angel ſtirs the water, 
Now the Church is afflif#ed, it is a ſeaſon of proy- 
er, and learning, hear therod, learn righteoulnes, 
Mic,6.9. Iſai.26. 8, 9. Pſal. 94. 12. Now'the 
Church is enlarged, it is a ſeaſon of prazſe, This 
is the day which the Lord hath made, we will 
Joyce and be glad therein, Pal. 118. 24. 1 am non 
at an Ordinance, I will hear what God will ſay: 
now 1n the compary of a learned and wiſe man, ] 
will draw ſome knowledge and counſel trom him: 
| am under gemptation, now is a fit time to leas 
on the Name of the Lord, Iſai: 50.10. Tami 
place of dignity and power, Let-me conſider whit 


| every moneth, Rev,22, 2.10 4 wiſe Chriſtian, 4 


itis that God requireth of me in ſuch s time s 
this, Eſth, 4.14. As the tree of life bringeth fruit 


k wiſe husbandman , hath his diftin& imploy- 
ments for every mwoweth, bringeth forth his fruitis 
it ſeeſon Plal. 1. 3. 

5- In a great City one merchant having on 
commodity,-and another another, they do mw: 
ally interchange them for the inriching of one 
another : Soin the Ciry of God, one hath tiK 
[{pirit of wiſdowe, another of knowledge , ON 
excellent at opening ſcripture, another ar ſtating 
queſtions, another at reſolving caſes, 10; 
ther at exhortation , and Chriſtian ef 
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and wiſe Chriſtians ſhould improve all advancages ". 


of this kinde unto their mutual enrichment, 
| 6. A wiſe merchant hath conſtant intelligence 
| and retwrns to: and from the Country where his 
| trade lies, is not without a fatFor there, to manage 
his affairs z ſo ſhould the chr/#ian merchant, his 
trade in heaven, Phil, 3: 20. thither ſhould he 
continually ſend, and return the commodities of 
| that kingdomc. The Lord Feſws is the Agent of 
his Church there,to tranſa&t their affairs for them, 
we ſhould keep conſtant intelligence with him, 
pour out our defires into his boſome, and wait for | 
th anſwer which he will ſend. Prayer and praiſes 
xethe Yeſels in which we ſend to tolls : faith, 
| | meditation, ſtudy of the Scriptures, attendance on 
the Miniſtry, veſſels by which we hear from hea- 
yen,He ſhal receive of mine, ſaith ourSaviour of the 
holy Spizit, and ſhallſbew 3t unto you, Joh.16.14.This 
.\ntercourſe we muſt keep contigually open and un- 
'oblttuRed,that Chriſt may daily hear from us, and 
wedaily receive from him,that ſo-we may be filled 
with all the fulneſs of God, and mfy have all the 
ſtorehouſes of the ſoul repleniſhed from heaven, 
with all abundance of neceſſary graces & comforts. 
7. A wiſe merchantdoth provide for loſes,and 
yet though he venture much, will aſ«rethe main z 
lo ſhould we reſolve before hand upon many trou- 
bles in the way to heaven, ſit down and conſrdey the 
coft of our holy profeſſion, Lake 14. 26, 28. the 
ſhip wherein Criſt is, is not ſecured froma ſtorm. 
Ht crown of thorns, went before his crown of | 
glory, and ſo muſt ours z there is a ſes anda wit- 
\derneſs between Egypt and Canaan, through many 
| ww_ F tribs- 


. 
Re OR > 
_—” 


—_—— 


F 


—— 


Tauz G Al Ng Opened in a = 


[7ri0ularione. we muſt enter into the Kingdom of 


Heaven. But this is our comfort, That there igaq | 
aſſwr axce-office,wterein all our loſſes will be repii. 
red an hundred fold, and that upon Gods own ſecy; 
rity, whereof-we have a record, Mark 10, 29, 36, 
Verily 1 ſay ants you, there is no man that hath left 
houſe,or brethren, or ſitters, or father, or mather, or 
wife, or children, or lands, for my ſake, and the 
Goſpels , but he ſhall receive an. hunared fold nom 
in this life , houſes, and brethren, and ſiſters , and 
mothers, and children, and lands, with perſecution, 
(as comforts , ſupports , incouragements: in the 
mid(t of his perſecutions) and in the world to come 
eternal life. There is no aged Chriſtian but will love 
us in ſuch a caſe with the love of a father, no-yons | 
Chriſtian but will reverence us with the love of 


| ſor , no fellow Chriſtian bur will tender: us with 


the love of a brother, every good mans houſe, and 
heart (hall be open unto us. Whoſoever doth the 
will of God, will be our brother, and ſiſter, audm 


|ther, as our Saviour ſpeaks, Matth, 12. 59. 


8. The wiſeſt Merchants muſt live by. faith, and 
deal much in cred;#, waiting long for a good re- 
| turn our of remote Countries; as the Husband- 
man ploweth in hope, and ſoweth in tears, Cor, 9. 
10. Pſal, 126: 5. having\'Gods. promiſe that-there 
ſhall be harvef, Gen. $. 22. So: the Merchant 
rraſacketh in hope to enjoy that which the Pro- 
pher calls. the Harveſt of the River, Iſai. 2:3.3-5uch 
is the life of a true Chriſtian, he doth nor eſtimate 


| his wealth, by the things in his own poſſeſs/on, but 
lives by faith, reckons upon a great. ſtock going 
| in another country, is richer in ob/ig«t1ons and af 
miſes, 
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miſes,then he is in preſent graces, There is amurs- 
al traſt between God-and him. 1. He takes upon | 
traſt, receives from God many zalents of time, 
health, wealth, power, wiſdome, learning, grace, | 
precepts, and improves them to his Maſters ſer- 
vice, Matth.25.16,17. 1 Tim.6.20,: 2, He gives 
upon Tru#, lends to the Lord, Prov. 19. 17, de- 
dicares his merchandiſe to the Lord, 1/ai, 23. 18. 
Truſts God with his Nawe and Innocency,as Foſeph: 
did, as Chriſt did, 1 Pet.2.23,w.th his-life, and in- 
tereſts, as David did, Pſal.3 I's 3:-I5,.1 Sam 30,6, 
with his children, as Facob did, Gen, 43: I3, 14 | 
with his ſol, as Paul did, 2 Tim.1.12. He is not 
anxiouſly ſollicirous how to eſcape this danger | 
how to r« pair this Zofſe 3 how to advance this gain; | 
how £0 recover the hundred T alents,he knows that 


God is a Father full of love, an heavenly Father | - 


ſull of power, an omniſcient Father full of provie 
dence; it his eye ſee our wants, and his heart pitty | 
them, and his treaſures abound towards them , 
how can his hand forbear to ſupply them ?. 
Laſily, a wiſe Merchant is very , ex1& in his 
Books of accownr, preſerving a diſtin knowledge ; 
of his gains and loſſes; his improvements, or de- | 
cayes, Such-is the care of a wiſe Chriſtian, to ac | 
quaint himſelf with his ſpiritual eſtate, to make his | 
calling and elefF:on ſure, 2 Per.i.1o to prove whe- 
tter he be in the faith, 2 Cor. 13. 5. toexamine! 
how his ſoul p» oſpers,to preſerve his peace of Con- 


| |ience,and intereſt in the love of God. He ſhall ne- | 


ver have overmuch work to do, who is daily doing | 
ſomething. There is ſomething in it.that the "__ | 
F 2 of \ 
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of Braſs, is faid to have been made of looking glaf 
fes;Exod.33.8. ſeeing of our faces, andacquaing 
ance with our eſtates, is a good preparation to'th 
cleanſing of our ſelves. 1 thought en: my ways, bh 
tarned, (dith David, Pſal.119.59.Let us ſearch at 
try our wayes and tnrn to the Lord our God, fait 
the Church, Lam. 3. 40, A 
Toconclude all, The life of a werchavt in ords 
-unto getn,ſtands in theſe fonr things. In wiſds 
and forecaſt to contrive; in laboxr, to tranſact bali 
neſs; in patience, to wait; and in thriftineſs to pt 
ſerve,what his labours gain : So our Chriſtian Mel 
- chant labours, 1. For that wiſdowe which is un 
\falvarion,z Tim, 3.15. which is the foundation! 
all duties,Col.1:9,10.confiders the field wherein 
rreafure is,and buyes ir, Pr0v.31. 16, 2, He prof 
'|-cures the diRares of ſpiritual wiſdome, with a 
| of faith,and labonr of love. It is not empry wi 
ngs,and velleitics, yawning 8 drewfie deſires th 
can make a merchant or a chriſtian rich;much pal 
muſt be taken with an evill heart, with a flupy 
ſpirit, with a tubborn will, with impotent paſſidn 
with ſtrong luſts, with ative enemies. 3. He enduf 
with patience, gives not over thetrade of Piety,) 
his expectations be not preſently anſwered, buth 
patient continuance it well doing, comes to got 
ahd honour at the laſt, Rem.2.7. Heb.10 37 4H 
hides the word in his heart, feres wp precepts, pt 
miſes,examples,experiments; what with wiſdome 
labour, and patience he harh gotrey, he doth vx 
| all are and diligence preſerve, that he may 
forward, and not backward.in his holy Profeſhow 
"* FINTS, | 
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$i of Braſs, is ſaid to have been made of looking gluſe 
fes,Exo0d.33.8. ſeeing of our faces, and acquaing 
ance with our eſtates, is a good preparation to the 
cleanſing of our ſelves. I thought on my ways, it 
tarned, {aith David, Pſal.119.59.Let us ſearch and 
try our wayes and tnrn to the Lord our God, (aid 
the Church, Lam. 3. 40. f 
Toconclude all, The life of a werchaxt in order 
-unto ga#n,ſtands in theſe four things. In wiſdows, 
and forecaſt to contrive; in labour, to tranſact buſſ 
neſs, in patience, to wait and in thriftineſs to pies 
ſerve,what his labours gain : So our Chriſtian Mex 
chant labours, 1. For that wiſdome which is uni 
ſalvation,> Tim, 3.15. which is the foundation 
all duties,Col.1.9,10.conſiders the field whereinth 
rreafure is,and buyes ir, Pr0v.31. 16, 2, He proſs 
'|-cutes the dictates of ſpiritual wiſdome, with a wm 
of faith,and labonr of love, It is not empty will 
ings,and velleities, yawning 8 drewfie deſires thi 
can make a merchant or a chriſtian rich;much pal 
muſt be raken with an evill heart, with a ſlug 
ſpirit, with a tubborn will,with impotent paſſion 
with ſtrong luſts, with ative enemies. 3. He endut 
with patience, gives not over thetrade of Piety, 
his expectations be not preſently anſwered, butby 
patient continuance in well doing, comes to gloty 
and honour at the laſt, Row.2.7. Heb.10 37 4H 
hides the word in his heart, tores wp precepts, pt& 
miſes,examples,experiments; what with wiſdom 
labour, and patience he harh gotren, he doth with 
| all care and diligence preſerve, that he may 8 
forward, and not backward,in his holy Profeſſion 
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